396 | JONATHAN EDWARDS

1 T . ' Toeren Es"-‘ aAVerce
temptation to eat milk and read some Latin in Terence. | said my prayers a4

had good health, good thoughts, and good humor, thank God »\h.nighty.
[January] 18. [1712] I rose about 7 o'clock and read a “:hi‘-}"“_’r in Hebrey,
and some Greek in Lucian. I said my prayers and ate boiled milk for brey)_
fast. I danced my dance. The weather was clear and cold but lht wind wyg
northeast. I settled several accounts and then read some Latin in Terence
till dinner, and then I ate some boiled beef but [ was di"l’l?ased with My
wife for giving the child marrow against my opinion. In the afternoon | read
a little more Latin and then went to see my people pla‘nt peach tree's and
afterwards took a great walk about the plantation and iognd everything i
order, for which I praised God. I was entertained with seeing a hawk whick
had taken a small bird pursued by another hawk, so that he was forced to let
go his prey. My walk lasted till the evening and at night I read some Latin i
Terence. I said my prayers and had good health, good thoughts, and good
humor, thank God Almighty. :
[May] 22. [1712] I rose about 6 o'clock and read two chaptet:s in Hebrew
and some Greek in Lucian. I said my prayers and ate boiled milk for break-
fast. I danced my dance. It rained a little this morning My wife caused Prue
to be whipped violently notwithstanding I desired not, which provoked me to
have Anaka whipped likewise who had deserved it much more, on which my
wife flew into such a passion that she hoped she would be revenged of me. |
was moved very much at this but only thanked her for the present lest I should
say things foolish in my passion. I wrote more accounts to go to England. My
wife was sorry for what she had said and came to ask my pardon and I forgave
her in my heart but seemed to resent, that she might be the more sorry for
her folly. She ate no dinner nor appeared the whole day. I ate some bacon for
dinner. In the afternoon I wrote two more accounts till the evening and then
took a walk in the garden. I said my prayers and was reconciled to my wife and
gave her a flourish in token of it. I had good health, good thoughts, but wasa
little out of humor, for which God forgive me. i
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A Ithough it is certainly true that, as the critic Perry Miller once put it, the real
life of Jonathan Edwards is the life of a mind, the circumstances sur;'ounding
Edwards’s career are not without their drama, and the story of his rise to eminence
and fall from power remains one of the most moving in American literature.
Edwards was bqrn in East Windsor, Connecticut, a town not far from Hartford,
the son of the Reverend Timothy Edwards and Esther Stoddard Edwards. There was

little doubt from the beginning as to his car '

2 eer. Edwards’s mother was the daughter
?f the Rf:verend Solomon Stoddard of Northampton, Massachusetts, one of the %noSt
influential and independent fig ’ *

ures in the religious life of New England. Western
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JONATHAN EDWARDS
. . . i , was sometimes
Massachusctts clmg) men were so anxious for his “P[”"“’”i that he was so! l |
“ p \ N ; 2 : nly male
called the "Pope of the Connecticut Valley,” and his gifted grandson, the only m:

child in a family of eleven children, was groomed to be his heir.

Edwards was a studious and dutiful (:hﬂd and from an early age showed rt-'mar.l\-
able gifts of observation and exposition. When he was eleven he wrote an essay; still
very readable, on the flying spider. Most of Edwards's early education was at home.
In 1716, when he was thirteen, Edwards was admitted to Yale College; he stayed on
to read theology in New Haven for two vears after his graduation in 1720. Like Ben-
jamin Franklin, Edwards determined to perfect himself, and in one of his early note-
books he resolved “never to lose one moment of time, but to improve it in the most
profitable way” he could. As a student he always rose at four in the morning, studied
thirteen hours a day, and reserved part of each day for walking. It was a routine that
Edwards varied little, even when. after spending two years in New York, he came to
Northampton to assist his grandfather in his church. He married in 1727. In 1729
Solomon Stoddard died, and Edwards was named to succeed him. In the twenty-four
years that Edwards lived in Northampton he managed to tend his duties as pastor
of a growing congregation and deliver brilliant sermons, to write some of his most
important books—concerned primarily with defining the nature of true religious
experience—and watch his eleven children grow up. Until the mid-1740s his rela-
tions with the town were harmonious.

In spite of the awesome—even imposing—quality of Edwards’s mind, all of his work
is of a piece and, in essence, readily graspable. Edwards was trying to restore to his
congregation and to his readers that original sense of religious commitment that he
felt had been lost since the first days of the Puritan exodus to America, and he wanted
to do this by transforming his congregation from mere believers who understood the
logic of Christian doctrine to converted Christians who were genuinely moved by the
principles of their belief. Edwards says that he read the work of the English philoso-
pher John Locke (1632—1704) with more pleasure “than the greedy miser finds when
gathering up handfuls of silver and gold, from some newly discovered treasure.” For
Locke confirmed Edwards’s conviction that we must do more than comprehend reli-
gious ideas; we must be moved by them, we must know them experientially: the differ-
ence, as he says, is like that between reading the word fire and actually being burned.
Basic to this newly felt belief is the recognition that nothing that an individual can do
warrants his or her salvation, that people are motivated entirely by self-love, and that it
is only supernatural grace that alters their natural depravity. In his progress as a
Christian, Edwards says that he experienced several steps toward real Christian com-
mitment but that his true conversion came only when he had achieved a “full and
constant sense of the absolute sovereignty of God, and a delight in that sovereignty.”
The word delight reminds us that Edwards is trying to inculcate and describe a reli-
gious feeling that approximates a physical sensation, recognizing always that super-
natural feelings and natural ones are actually very different. The word links him to the
transatlantic community of those who recognized sentiment as the basic emotion that
connects individuals to each other in manifold ways. In his patient and lucid prose
Edwards became a master at the art of persuading his congregation that it could—and
must—possess this intense awareness of humanity’s precarious condition. The exalta-
tion that his parishioners felt when they experienced delight in God’s sovereignty was
the characteristic fervid emotion of religious revivalism.

For fifteen years, beginning in 1734, this spirit of revivalism transformed com-
- placent believers all along the eastern seaboard. This period of new religious fervor
- has been called the Great Awakening, and in its early years Edwards could do no
wrong. His meetinghouse was filled with newly converted believers, and the details
~ of the spiritual life of Edwards and his congregation were the subject of inquiry by
- Christian believers everywhere as his works describing his own experience in the

~ revivals were widely published and distributed in a period of expanding print culture.

But in his attempt to restore the church to the position of authority it held in the
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Personal Narrative!

I had a variety of concerns and exercises about my soul from my childhood:

but had two more remarkable seasons of awakening? before I met with that

change, by which I was brought to those new dispositions, and that new
sense of things, that I have since had. The first time was when I was a boy,

some years before I went to college, at a time of remarkable awakening in my
father’s congregation. I was then very much affected? for many months, and
concerned about the things of religion, and my soul’s salvation; and was
abundant in duties. T used to pray five times a day in secret, and to spend
much time in religious talk with other boys; and used to meet with them to
pray together. I experienced I know not what kind of delight in religion. My
mind was much engaged in it, and had much self-righteous pleasure; and it
was my delight to abound in religious duties. I, with some of my schoolmates
joined together, and built a hooth in a swamp, in a very secret and retired

place, for a place of prayer. And besides, I had particula
own in the woods, where [ used to retir
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In this verse is threatened the vengeance of (
Israelites, who were God’s visible people, ar

of grace,® but who, notwithstanding il‘” Go
4 void of counsel, ha

them, remained (as in verse 28)

in them. Under all the cultivations of heaven, the:V
rses next preceding t

poisonous fruit, as in the two ve

sion I have chosen for my text, “Their foot shall.slide in
imply the following things, relating to the punishment an
which these wicked Israelites were exposed.

1. That they were always exposed to
walks in slippery places is always expose
ner of their destruction coming upon them, bein
sliding. The same is expressed, Psalm 73.18:

' od on the wicked unbelieving
\d who lived under the means
d’s wonderful works towards
ving no understanding
brought forth bitter and
he text.” The expres-
due time,” seems to
d destruction to

destruction; as one that stands or
d to fall. This is implied in the man-
g represented by their foot
“Surely thou didst set them in

. . »
slippery places; thou castedst them down into destruction.

2. It implies that they were always exposed to sudden unexPected destruc-
tion. As he that walks in slippery places is every moment liable to fall, he
cannot foresee one moment whether he shall stand or fall the next; and when
he does fall, he falls at once without warning: which is also expressed in
Psalm 73.18—19: “Surely thou didst set them in slippery places; thou castedst
them down into destruction: How are they brought into desolation as in a
moment!”

3. Another thing implied is, that they are liable to fall of themselves, with-
out being thrown down by the hand of another; as he that stands or walks on
slippery ground needs nothing but his own weight to throw him down.

4. That the reason why they are not fallen already, and do not fall now, is
only that God’s appointed time is not come. For it is said that when that due
time, or appointed times comes, their foot shall slide. Then they shall be
left to fall, as they are inclined by their own weight. God will not hold them
up in these slippery places any longer, but will let them go; and then, at that
very instant, they shall fall into destruction; as he that stands on such slip-
pery declining ground, on the edge of a pit, he cannot stand alone, when he

is let go he immediately falls and is lost.

1. Edwards delivered this sermon in Enfield,
Connecticut, a town about thirty miles south of
Northampton, on Sunday, July 8, 1741. In Benja-
min Trumbull’s A Complete History of Connecticut
(1797, 1818) we are told that Edwards read his
sermon in a level voice with his sermon book in
his left hand, and in spite of his calm, “there was
such a breathing of distress, and weeping, that
the preacher was obliged to speak to the people
and desire silence, that he might be heard.” The
text here is from The Works of Jonathan Edwards
(1829-30), vol. 7, edited by Sereno E. Dwight.

2. “To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense;
their foot shall slide in due time: for the day oi’
their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall
come upon them make haste.”

3. Le., the Ten Commandments. For Protes-
tants following the Westminster Confession
(1646), the “means of grace” consist of “preach-
ing of the word and the administration of the
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.”
4. “For they are a nation void of counsel, neither
is there any understanding in them” (Deuteron-
omy 32.28).

5. “For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and
the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes
of gall, their clusters are bitter: Their wine is the
poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps’
(Deuteronomy 32.32-33). Sodom and Gomorrah
were wicked cities destroyed by a rain of fire an
sulfur from heaven (Genesis 19.24). :
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ervation of wicked men one moment. The truth of this obse
appear by the following considerations.

1. There is no want of power in God to cast wicked men into hell
moment. Men's hands cannot be strong when God rises up. The strongest
have no power to resist Him, not can any deliver® out of His hands. He is not
only able to cast wicked men into hell, but He can most easily do it. Some-
times an earthly prince meets with a great deal of difficulty to subdue a
rebel, who has found means to fortify himself, and has made himself strong
by the numbers of his followers. But it is not so with God. There is no fortress
that is any defense from the power of God. Though hand join in hand, and
vast multitudes of God’s enemies combine and associate themselves, they
are easily broken in pieces. They are as great heaps of light chaff before the
whirlwind; or large quantities of dry stubble before devouring flames. We
find it easy to tread on and crush a worm that we see crawling on the earth;
so it is easy for us to cut or singe a slender thread that any thing hangs by:
thus easy is it for God, when he pleases, to cast His enemies down to hell.
What are we, that we should think to stand before Him, at whose rebuke
the earth trembles, and before whom the rocks are thrown down?

2. They deserve to be cast into hell; so that divine justice never stands in
the way, it makes no objection against God’s using His power at any moment
to destroy them. Yea, on the contrary, justice calls aloud for an infinite pun-
ishment of their sins. Divine justice says of the tree that brings forth such
grapes of Sodom, “Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground?” Luke 13.7.
The sword of divine justice is every moment brandished over their heads,
and it is nothing but the hand of arbitrary mercy, and God’s will, that holds
it back.

3. They are already under a sentence of condemnation to hell. They do not
only justly deserve to be cast down thither, but the sentence of the law of God,
that eternal and immutable rule of righteousness that God has fixed between
 Him and mankind, is gone out against them, and stands against them; so
- that they are bound over already to hell. John 3.18: “He that believeth not is
~ condemned already.” So that every unconverted man properly belongs to
~ hell; that is his place; from thence he is, John 8.23: “Ye are from beneath.”
And thither he is bound; it is the place that justice, and God's word, and the
- sentence of his unchangeable law assign to him.

4. They are now the objects of that very same anger and wrath of God that
s expressed in the torments of hell. And the reason why they do not go down
~ to hell at each moment is not because God, in whose power they are, is not
~ then very angry with them as He is with many miserable creatures now tor-
- mented in hell, who there feel and bear the fierceness of His wrath. Yea, God
- is a great deal more angry with great numbers that are now on earth: yea,

£ Sidir

at any

6. Le., rescue others.
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doubtless, with many that are now in this congregation, who it may he are
ease, than He is with many of those who are now in the flames of hel],

So that it is not because God is unmindful of their wickedness, ang s
not resent it, that He does not let loose His hand and cut them off. God i "m
altogether such an one as themselves, though they may imagine Him 1o s
The wrath of God burns against them, their damnation does not shimbey, the
pit is prepared, the fire is made ready, the furnace is now hot, ready to
them; the flames do now rage and glow. The glittering sword is whet,” and el
over them, and the pit hath opened its mouth under them.

5. The devil stands ready to fall upon them, and seize them as his owy,
what moment God shall permit him. They belong to him; he has their soul
in his possession, and under his dominion. The Scripture represents they,
as his goods, Luke 11.12." The devils watch them; they are ever by them 4
their right hand; they stand waiting for them, like greedy hungry lions gh,
see their prey, and expect to have it, but are for the present kept back. i
God should withdraw His hand, by which they are restrained, they would i,
one moment fly upon their poor souls. The old serpent is gaping for them,

hellopemiumouthwtdcwrecdnthemmdlfGodehh.mq
would be hastily swallowed up and lost.

6. There are in the souls wkNmMWMM
that would presently kindle and flame out into hell fire, if it were not for
God's restraints. There is laid in the very nature of carnal men a foundation
for the torments of hell. There are those corrupt principles, in reigning power
in them, and in full possession of them, that are seeds of hell fire. These prin.
ciples are active and powerful, exceeding violent in their nature, and if «
were not for the restraining hand of God upon them, they would soon break

432 | JONATHAN EDWARDS

Scanned by CamScanner



SINNERS IN THE HANDS OF AN ANGRY GOV

the world in all ages, shows this is no evidence that a man is not on the
very brink of eternity, and that the next step will not be into another world
The unseen, unthought-of ways and means of persons going suddenly oul
of the world are innumerable and inconceivable. Unconverted men walk oves
the pit of hell on a rotten covering, and there are innumerable places in this

covering so weak that they will not bear their weight, and these places are
not seen. The arrows of death fly unseen at n(mliduy;* the sharpest sight
cannot discern them. God has so many different unsearchable ways of tak-
ing wicked men out of the world and se;xding them to hell, that there is noth-
ing to make it appear that God had need to be at the expense of a miracle, or
go out of the ordinary course of His providence, to destroy any wicked man
at any moment. All the means that there are of sinners going out of the world
are so in God’s hands, and so universally and absolutely subject to His power
and determination, that it does not depend at all the less on the mere will of
God whether sinners shall at any moment go to hell than if means were
never made use of or at all concerned in the case.

8. Natural men’s prudence and care to preserve their own lives, or the
care of others to preserve them, do not secure them a moment. To this,
divine providence and universal experience do also bear testimony. There
is this clear evidence that men’s own wisdom is no security to them from
death; that if it were otherwise we should see some difference between the
wise and politic men of the world, and others, with regard to their liableness
to early and unexpected death: but how is it in fact? Ecclesiastes 2.16: “How
dieth the wise man? even as the fool.”

9. All wicked men’s pains and contrivance which they use to escape hell,
while they continue to reject Christ, and so remain wicked men, do not
secure them from hell one moment. Almost every natural man that hears
of hell, flatters himself that he shall escape it; he depends upon himself for
his own security; he flatters himself in what he has done, in what he is now
doing, or what he intends to do. Every one lays out matters in his own mind
how he shall avoid damnation, and flatters himself that he contrives well for
himself, and that his schemes will not fail. They hear indeed that there are
but few saved, and that the greater part of men that have died heretofore are
gone to hell; but each one imagines that he lays out matters better for his
own escape than others have done. He does not intend to come to that place
of torment; he says within himself that he intends to take effectual care, and
to order matters so for himself as not to fail.

But the foolish children of men miserably delude themselves in their own
schemes, and in confidence in their own strength and wisdom; they trust to
- nothing but a shadow. The greater part of those who heretofore have lived
~ under the same means of grace, and are now dead, are undoubtedly gone to
~ hell; and it was not because they were not as wise as those who are now alive:
- it was not because they did not lay out matters as well for themselves to
- secure their own escape. If we could speak with them, and inquire of them,
- one by one, whether they expected when alive, and when they used to hear
~ about hell, ever to be the subjects of that misery, we doubtless, should hear
- one and another reply, “No, I never intended to come here: 1 had laid out
- Matters otherwise in my mind; I thought I should contrive well for myself: |

3. “Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day” (Pealm 01 5),

Scanned by CamScanner



434 I JONATHAN EDWARDS

thought my scheme good. I intended to (r.ll\(‘A f.'lvi'('(‘luul. care; but it cam.e Upoy,
me unexpected; I did not look for it at that time, and in lh'ut manner; it Camg
as a thief: Death outwitted me: God’s wrath was too quick for me. Oh, My
cursed foolishness! [ was flattering myself, and pleasing m:vscll with ;-
dreams of what I would do hereafter; and whon“ | was saying, peace ang
safety, then suddenly destruction came upon me. _

10. God has laid Himself under no obligation by any promise to keep any
natural man out of hell one moment. God certainly has {nz1de NO Promige,
either of eternal life or of any deliverance or preservation from eterna] deat},
but what are contained in the covenant of grace,* the promises that gy,
given in Christ, in whom all the promises are yea and amen. But surely the
have no interest in the promises of the covenant of grace who are not the
children of the covenant, who do not believe in any of the promises, anq
have no interest in the Mediator of the covenant.’

So that, whatever some have imagined and pretended® about Promiseg
made to natural men’s earnest seeking and knocking, it is plain and man;.
fest that whatever pains a natural man takes in religion, whatever Prayers
he makes, till he believes in Christ, God is under no manner of obligatiop
to keep him a moment from eternal destruction.

So that, thus it is that natural men are held in the hand of God, over the
pit of hell; they have deserved the fiery pit, and are already sentenced to it;
and God is dreadfully provoked. His anger is as great towards them ag ¢,
those that are actually suffering the executions of the fierceness of His wrath
in hell, and they have done nothing in the least to appease or abate thy
anger, neither is God in the least bound by any promise to hold them up one
moment; the devil is waiting for them, hell is gaping for them, the flames
gather and flash about them, and would fain lay hold on them, and swallow
them up; the fire pent up in their own hearts is struggling to break out: and
they have no interest in any Mediator, there are no means within reach that
can be any security to them. In short, they have no refuge, nothing to take
hold of; all that preserves them every moment is the mere arbitrary will, and
uncovenanted, unobliged forbearance of an incensed God.

Application

The use of this awful” subject may be for awakening unconverted persons
in this congregation. This that you have heard is the case of every one of
you that are out of Christ. That world of misery, that lake of burning brim-
stone, is extended abroad under you. There is the dreadfu] pit of the glow-
ing flames of the wrath of God; there is hell’s wide gaping mouth open; and

you have nothing to stand upon, nor any thing to take hold of; there is noth-
ing between you and hell but the air; it is only the power and mere pleasure
of God that holds you up.

You probably are not sensible®

of this; you find you are kept out of hell,
but do not see the hand of God j

nit; but look at other things, as the good

4. The original covenant God made with Adam

L
5. Le., Christ, who too imself the sins ¢
is called the Covenant of Works; the second the world and suffer:d];ol:[;;:l:l-
covenant Christ made with fallen humanity— 6. Claimed L
declaring that if they believed in him they would 7. Awesome
be saved—is called the Covenant of Grage, 8. Aware.
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state of your bodily constitution, your care of your own life, and the mcun;
ou use for your own preservation. But indeed these things are nmhm'g; 1
God should withdraw His hand, they would avail no more to keep you from
falling, than the thin air to hold up a person that is suspended in it.

Your wickedness makes you as it were heavy as lead, and to tend down-
wards with great weight and pressure towards hell; and if God should let you
go, you would immediately sink and swiftly descend and plunge into the bot-
tomless gulf, and your healthy constitution, and your own care and prudence,
and best contrivance, and all your righteousness, would have no more influ-
ence to uphold you and keep you out of hell, than a spider’s web would have
to stop a fallen rock. Were it not for the sovereign pleasure of God, the earth
would not bear you one moment; for you are a burden to it; the creation
groans with you; the creature is made subject to the bondage of your corrup-
tion, not willingly; the sun does not willingly shine upon you to give you light
to serve sin and Satan; the earth does not willingly yield her increase to
satisfy your lusts; nor is it willingly a stage for your wickedness to be acted
upon; the air does not willingly serve you for breath to maintain the flame of
life in your vitals, while you spend your life in the service of God'’s enemies.

- God’s creatures are good, and were made for men to serve God with, and
- do not willingly subserve to any other purpose, and groan when they are
abused to purposes so directly contrary to their nature and end. And the
world would spew you out, were it not for the sovereign hand of Him who
- hath subjected it in hope. There are black clouds of God’s wrath now hang-
~ ing directly over your heads, full of the dreadful storm, and big with thunder;
- and were it not for the restraining hand of God, it would immediately burst
- forth upon you. The sovereign pleasure of God, for the present, stays His
- rough wind; otherwise it would come with fury, and your destruction
- would come like a whirlwind, and you would be like the chaff of the sum-
- The wrath of God is like great waters that are dammed for the present;
~ they increase more and more, and rise higher and higher, till an outlet is
- given; and the longer the stream is stopped, the more rapid and mighty is its
when once it is let loose. It is true that judgment against your evil

s has not been executed hitherto; the floods of God'’s vengeance

.
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wer of the Spirit of God upon yo,

all vou that were never born again, and .nm'dv new creatures, and rﬂiscdsgu .
bei;lg dead in sin, to a state of new, and before altogether Unexperiencegq o
and life, are in the hands of an angry God. However you may haye Wy ighy
vour life in many things, and may have had religious affectiong, andr h
| / amilies and closets,” and in the h('nay

keep up a form of religion in your f .
of God, it is nothing but His mere pleasure that keeps you from being t[::v(l
1

moment swallowed up in everlasting destruction. However UNCconvince,

may now be of the truth of what you hear, by and by you will be fully ‘YOU
vinced of it. Those that are gone from being in the like circumstanceg :V‘)n
you see that it was so with them; for destruction came suddenly upon mOS[lt |
them: when they expected nothing of it and while they were saying pea(.)f
and safety: now they see that those things on which they depended fo Peat,e
and safety, were nothing but thin air and empty shadows. G

The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spige,
some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoke((f
His wrath towards you burns like fire; He looks upon you as worthy of 4,
ing else but to be cast into the fire; He is of purer eyes than to bear to gy,
you in His sight; you are ten thousand times more abominable in Hig eyes
than the most hateful venomous serpent is in ours. You have offended Hj,,
infinitely more than ever a stubborn rebel did his prince; and yet it is nog},.
ing but His hand that holds you from falling into the fire every moment. | j
to be ascribed to nothing else, that you did not go to hell the last night; thy
you was suffered to awake again in this world, after you closed your eyes ¢,
sleep. And there is no other reason to be given, why you have not droppeg
into hell since you arose in the morning, but that God’s hand has held you
up. There is no other reason to be given why you have not gone to hell, since
you have sat here in the house of God, provoking His pure eyes by your sin-
ful wicked manner of attending His solemn worship. Yea, there is nothing
else that is to be given as a reason why you do not this very moment drop
down into hell.

O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are in: it is a great furnace of
wrath, a wide and bottomless pit, full of the fire of wrath, that you are held
over in the hand of that God, whose wrath is provoked and incensed as
much against you, as against many of the damned in hell. You hang by a
slender thread, with the flames of divine wrath flashing about it, and ready
every moment to singe it, and burn it asunder; and you have no interest in
any Mediator, and nothing to lay hold of to save yourself, nothing to keep off
the flames of wrath, nothing of your own, nothing that you ever have done,
nothing that you can do, to induce God to spare you one moment. And con-
sider here more particularly.

1. Whose wrath it is: it is the wrath of the infinite God. If it were only the
wrath of man, though it were of the most potent prince, it would be com
paratively little to be regarded. The wrath of kings is very much dreaded
especially of absolute monarchs, who have the possessions and lives of
subjects wholly in their power, to be disposed of at their mere will.
20.2: “The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: Whoso provoketh b ®
anger, sinneth against his own soul.” The subject that very much enrages "

change of heart, by the mighty po

9. Studies; rooms for meditation. “Affections”: feelings.
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arbitrary prince is liable to suffer the most extreme torments that human art
can invent, or human power can inflict. But the greatest earthly potentates
in their greatest majesty, and strength, and \\"Il,’l; clothed in their greatest
terrors, are but feeble, despicable worms of the dust, in comparison of the
great and almighty Creator and King of heaven and earth, It is but little that
they can do, when most enraged, and when they have exerted the utmost of
their fury. All the kings of the earth, before God, are as grasshoppers; they
are nothing, and less than nothing: both their love and their hatred is to be
despised. The wrath of the great King of kings, is as much more terrible
than theirs, as His majesty is greater, Luke 12.4-5: “And | say unto you, my
friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that, have no
more that they can do. But | wil] forewarn you whom you shall fear: fear

him, which after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell: yea, | say unto
you, Fear him.”

2. It is the fierceness of His wrath th

at you are exposed to. We often read
of the fury of God,; as in Isaiah 59,18

“According to their deeds, accordingly
he will repay fury to his adversaries.” So Isaiah 66.15: “For behold, the Lord
will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.” And in many other
places. So, Revelation 19.15: we read of “the wine press of the fierceness and

wrath of Almighty God.”' The words are exceeding terrible. If it had only

been said, “the wrath of God,” the words would have implied that which is

infinitely dreadful: but it is “the fierceness and wrath of God.” The fury of
God! the fierceness of Jehovah!? Oh, how dreadful must that be! Who can
utter or conceive what such expressions carry in them! But it is also “the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” As though there would be a very
great manifestation of His almighty power in what the fierceness of His
wrath should inflict, as though omnipotence should be as it were enraged,
and exerted, as men are wont to exert their strength in the fierceness of their
wrath. Oh! then, what will be the consequence! What will become of the
poor worms that shall suffer it! Whose hands can be strong? And whose
heart can endure? To what a dreadful, inexpressible, inconceivable depth of
misery must the poor creature be sunk who shall be the subject of this!
Consider this, you that are here present that yet remain in an unregener-
ate state. That God will execute the fierceness of His anger implies that He
will inflict wrath without any pity. When God beholds the ineffable extrem-
ity of your case, and sees your torment to be so vastly disproportioned to
your strength, and sees how your poor soul is crushed, and sinks down, as
it were, into an infinite gloom; He will have no compassion upon vou, He
will not forbear the executions of His wrath, or in the least lighten His
hand; there shall be no moderation or mercy, nor will God then at all stay
His rough wind; He will have no regard to your welfare, nor be at all careful
lest you should suffer too much in any other sense, than only that you shall
not suffer beyond what strict justice requires. biothing shall be withheld
because it is so hard for you to bear. Ezekiel 8.18: “Therefore will 1 also deal
in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will 1 have pity; and M they
€ry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet I will not hear them.” Now God

and wrath of Almighty God™ -/ | ot 155 i
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| may ¢ry now with SOme

this is a day ol mercy

stands I"de," to }‘-i[\ you; R..+ when once the day of mercy is past.
encouragement of obtaining mercy But wher . .i, e rw————— st
ax 2 » n P rieks w )€ p ‘
vour most lamentable and dolorous cries I;L ishrie A oy
V ,{". yod as to any regarc 3 dre,
ill be t and thrown away ¢ d y ' |
spbpom v but to suffer misery; you shall be

Rt P”ld.\‘t_’“ 2 11 be a vessel of wrath fitted tg
i i i sr end: for you w )& a VesSEl
continued in being to no other er ,

destruction; and there will be no other use of this vessel, l?ut to f;{t:;llt;ﬁ fu!l
f wrath. God will be so far from pitying you W h"“_.‘“” €y t(: A e
s rj He will only “laugh and mock.” Proverbs 1.25-26, etc.”
- E(lm awful are those ;\'ords. Isaiah 63.3, which are the words (')f the’ %reat
God: “I will tread them in mine anger, and will trample the'm IEERRNH
and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and [ will stalp al}]]my
raiment.” It is perhaps impossible to conceive Of' words that C'd”);il?]lt em
greater manifestations of these three things, viz., contempt, an atred,
and fierceness of indignation. 1f you cry to God to pity you, He will be so far
from pitying you in your doleful case, or showing you the least regard or
favor. that instead of that, He will only tread you under foot. And though
He will know that you cannot bear the weight of omnipotence trgading
upon you, yet He will not regard that, but He will crush you unde.r His feet
without mercy; He will crush out your blood, and make it fly anc! it shall be
sprinkled on His garments, so as to stain all His raiment. He will not only
hate you, but He will have you in the utmost contempt: no place shall be
thought fit for you, but under His feet to be trodden down as the mire of the
streets.

3. The misery you are exposed to is that which God will inflict to that end,
that He might show what that wrath of Jehovah is. God hath had it on His
heart to show to angels and men both how excellent His love is, and also
how terrible His wrath is. Sometimes earthly kings have a mind to show how
terrible their wrath is, by the extreme punishments they would execute on
those that would provoke them. Nebuchadnezzar, that mighty and haughty
monarch of the Chaldean empire, was willing to show his wrath when
enraged with Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego; and accordingly gave
orders that the burning fiery furnace should be heated seven times hotter
than it was before; doubtless, it was raised to the utmost degree of fierceness
that human art could raise it.* But the great God is also willing to show His
wrath, and magnify His awful majesty and mighty power in the extreme suf-
ferings of His enemies. Romans 9.22: “What if God, willing to show his
wrath, and to make his power known, endure with much long-suffering the
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction?” And seeing this is His design, and
what He has determined, even to show how terrible the restrained wrath,
the fury and fierceness of Jehovah is, He will do it to effect. There will be
som'ething accomplished and brought to pass that will be dreadful with
a witness. When the great and angry God hath risen up and executed His
awfyl vengeance on the poor sinner, and the wretch is actually suffering
the lnﬁmFe weight and power of His indignation, then will God call upon the
whol(? universe to behold that awful majesty and mighty power that is to be
seen in it. Isaiah 33.12-14: “And the people shall be as the burnings of lime,

3. “But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and ity; I wi !
would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at’Your i?lgr:;t]y),;nv:;}l; lo_c;»z . when mores! i
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horns cut up shall they be burnt in the fire. Hear ye that are far off, what
a5 thorn , ya.s b S
ds} ve done; and ye that are near, acknowledge my might. The sinners in
14 g » 4p 1 ) b oy TR
2 n are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites,” ete.
jon @ )

Thus it will be with you that are in an unconverted state. if }'(',)u cuntir?ucki‘
in it; the infinite might, and majesty, and terribleness of the omnipotent (JvO
shall be magnified upon you, in the ineffable strength of your torments. You
shall be tormented in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence
of the Lamb; and when you shall be in this state of suffering, the glorious
inhabitants of heaven shall go forth and look on the awful spectacle, that
they may see what the wrath and fierceness of the Almighty is; and whe'n
they have seen it, they will fall down and adore that great power and maj-
esty. Isaiah 66.23—24: “And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon
to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship
before me, saith the Lord. And they shall go forth and look upon the car-
casses of the men that have transgressed against me; for their worm shall
not die, neither shall their fire be quenched, and they shall be an abhorring
unto all flesh.”

4. It is everlasting wrath. It would be dreadful to suffer this fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God one moment; but you must suffer it to all eternity.
There will be no end to this exquisite horrible misery. When you look for-
ward, you shall see a long forever, a boundless duration before you, which
will swallow up your thoughts, and amaze your soul; and you will absolutely
despair of ever having any deliverance, any end, any mitigation, any rest at
all. You will know certainly that you must wear out long ages, millions of
millions of ages, in wrestling and conflicting with this almighty merciless
vengeance; and then when you have so done, when so many ages have actu-
ally been spent by you in this manner, you will know that all is but a point
to what remains. So that your punishment will indeed be infinite. Oh, who
can express what the state of a soul in such circumstances is! All that we can
possibly say about it gives but a very feeble, faint representation of it; it is
inexpressible and inconceivable: For “who knows the power of God’s anger?”s

How dreadful is the state of those that are daily and hourly in the danger of
this great wrath and infinite misery! But this is the dismal case of every soul
in this congregation that has not been born again, however moral and strict,
sober and religious, they may otherwise be. Oh that you would consider it,
whether you be young or old! There is reason to think that there are many in
this congregation now hearing this discourse that will actually be the sub-
jects of this very misery to all eternity. We know not who they are, or in what
seats they sit, or what thoughts they now have. It may be they are now at ease,
and hear all these things without much disturbance, and are now flattering
themselves that they are not the persons, promising themselves that they
shall escape. If they knew that there was one person, and but one, in the
whole congregation, that was to be the subject of this misery, what an awful
thing would it be to think of! If we knew who it was, what an awful sight
would it be to see such a person! How might all the rest of the congregation
lift up a lamentable and bitter cry over him! But, alas! instead of one, how
many is it likely will remember this discourse in hell? And it would be a won.-
der, if some that are now pregent should not be in hell in a very short time,

5. “Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath” (Psalm 90.11)
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\nd it would be no wonder if '»."mq'- persons, that
f this meetinghouse, in health, quief and secure,
Those of you that finally continue
f hell l(;ll;_{(‘sl will be there in 4
it will come swiftly, and, in al]
have reason to wonder that

even before this year 1s out. ‘
now sit here, in some scats of t

should be there before tomorrow morn
‘ Keep out o

ing.
in a natural condition, that shall |
little time! your damnation does not slumber;

Milak e o . any of you. You
robability, very suddenly upon many of ' = '
3 . ( It is doubtless the case of some W hom you have

seen and known, that never deserved hell more 11],“{] )’f')llv im.d'thift .h?'ﬁtl:)fme
appeared as likely to have been now alive as you. I |'1e|r ul;c I.‘: Pdf'l,d) 1ope;
they are crying in extreme misery and perfect despair; but here N tbe
land of the living and in the house of God, and have an opportunity to obtain
salvation. What would not those poor damned hopeless souls give for one
day’s opportunity such as you now enjoy! s -

And now you have an extraordinary opportunity, a day wherein Christ has
thrown the door of mercy wide open, and stands in calling and crying with
a loud voice to poor sinners; a day wherein many are flocking to Him, and
pressing into the kingdom of God. Many are daily coming from the east,
west, north and south; many that were very lately in the same miserable con-
dition that you are in are now in a happy state, with their hearts filled with
love to Him who has loved them, and washed them from their sins in His
own blood, and rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. How awful is it to be
left behind at such a day! To see so many others feasting, while you are pining
and perishing! To see so many rejoicing and singing for joy of heart, while you
have cause to mourn for sorrow of heart, and howl for vexation of spirit! How
can you rest one moment in such a condition? Are not your souls as precious
as t(l;}el: sm;ls of the people at Suffield,® where they are flocking from day to day
to Christ:

Are there not many here who have lived long in the world, and are not to
this day born again? and so are aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,” and
have done nothing ever since they have lived, but treasure up wrath against
the day of wrath? Oh, sirs, your case, in an especial manner, is extremely
dangerous. Your guilt and hardness of heart is extremely great. Do you not
see how generally persons of your years are passed over and left, in the pres-
ent rf:markable and wonderful dispensation of God’s mercy? You had need to
Eonsxder yourselves, and awake thoroughly out of sleep. You cannot bear the
wzrr:,:]et,i;i]nd wrat}i of thf: mﬁn%te God. And you, young men, and young
s oy y})u neglect this precious season which you now enjoy, when so
Ch:i);t(.; erlf zsgz::li;ﬁgehare renouncing all youfhful vanities, a.nd ﬂock'ing to

Y have now an extraordinary opportunity; but if you

s with those persons who spent all the

you are not already in hell.

know that yo :
who is novg, a:l] S iRy hell, to bear the dreadful wrath of that God,

be the childreir}(,)gv tl;;h );;)u every day and every night? Will you be content to
converted, and are | ¢ devil, when so many other children in the land are
And let every oneetc}(:mef the holy and happy children of the King of kings?
whether they be o]q atis yet of Christ, and hanging over the pit of hell

old men and women, or middle-aged, or young people, or

6. Atown in the 7
neighborhood [Edwards’s note]. 7. Le., not among the chosen people, the saved.
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edle Childrcr;j,l I‘NWY' hC'dff k;*]n to the loud calls of God’s word and providence.
This accepta cj’( ar (f) t_ ¢ Lord, a day of such great favors to some, will
Joubtless be a day (; as remarkable vengeance to others. Men's hearts
harden, and lh;"‘ guilt increases apace at such a day as this, if they neglect
(heir souls; and never was there 50 great danger of such person being given
4 {0 hard_ness'of hear? and blindness of mind. God seems now to be hastily
gathering In His elect in all parts of the land; and probably the greater part
of adult persons tbat ever §hall be saved, will be brought in now in a little
(ime, and. that it will be Aas 1t was on the great outpouring of the Spirit upon
the Jews in thf: apostles’ days;® the election will obtain, and the rest will be
blinded. If'thls should be the case with you, you will eternally curse this
day, and .Wlll curse the ’day that ever you was born, to see such a season of
the pouring out of God's Spirit, and will wish that you had died and gone to
hell before you had seen it. Now undoubtedly it is, as it was in the days of
John the Baptist, the ax is in an extraordinary manner laid at the root of the
trees,” that every tree which brings not forth good fruit, may be hewn down
and cast into the fire.

Therefore, let everyone that is out of Christ, now awake and fly from the
wrath to come. The wrath of Almighty God is now undoubtedly hanging
over a great part of this congregation: Let everyone fly out of Sodom: “Haste

and escape for your lives, look not behind you, escape to the mountain, lest
you be consumed.”!
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